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Marathon effort as teenage girls raise 
over £1,000 for Cancer Research

Ancient Lymm Rushbearing tradition kept alive with socially 
distanced morris dancing!

LYMM High School friends Lydia 
Keeley and Holly Matthews both 
aged 15, suddenly announced 
to their startled parents that they 
planned to walk a marathon.

Without wanting to squash their 
enthusiasm, both sets of parents 
said that walking a marathon 
without any training whatsoever 
and without any walking boots was 
perhaps a little ambitious!

The girls would not be 
dissuaded… they were determined 
to prove them all wrong and so set 
off on a very rainy Saturday 18th 
July at 8.15am.

Their route took them to 
Knutsford, around the country lanes 
of High Legh and Lymm and ended 
some 26.2 miles and 9 hours 22 
mins later in Grapenhall.

They had lots of fun along the 
way in spite of the weather (it 
rained all day) but did admit to the 
last three or four miles being tough.

However, the constant text 

Sometime between 9.30pm 
on Wednesday 12 August and 
8.50am on Thursday 13 August, 
unknown offenders are believed to 
have forced entry into a garage on 
Sandmoor Place.

Several bicycles were taken 
including: a lime green Canondale 
SuperSix racing bike; a silver 
coloured Sabbath September 
racing bike; a black Specialised 

said: “We have been following 
several lines of enquiry in relation 
to this burglary and are doing 
everything we can to find those 
responsible.

“As part of our investigation 
we are keen to hear from anyone 
who may have CCTV or dashcam 
footage from the Sandmoor 
Place area around the time of the 
incident.

“Also I would urge anyone who 
may have seen these items or may 
have been offered the bikes to get 
in touch with us so that we can 
return the property to the victim.

“I would also like to urge 
residents to ensure that all sheds, 
vehicles and homes are secured 

updates to tell them how much 
money they were raising for 
Cancer Research kept them going. 
To date, the girls have raised over 
£1000 with gift aid and the total is 
still going up!

Both families are immensely 
proud of their determination and 
achievement…. they definitely 
showed their parents that you can 
do anything if you want to enough.

THE ancient tradition of Lymm 
Rushbearing festival was kept alive 
with a mini socially distanced event 
on the car park of St Mary’s Church 
in the village.

In a closely guarded secret, to 
ensure members of the public did 
not attend, a mini Rushbearing 
went ahead on a glorious sunny 
afternoon.

Lymm Morris, Parish Council 
Chairman Cllr Geoff Hawley and 
his wife Alison , Eileen Mundy 
representing the local history society 
attended with “cameraman” Rev 
Bev Jameson and event organiser 
Chris Limb.

Chris decided not to let the 
coronavirus pandemic bring 
another halt to the tradition after 
stopping it four years ago due to 
the rising cost of road closures 
before reviving a scaled down 
version in 2018.

Lymm Rushbearing was originally 
re-born in the early 1970’s (having 
probably died out in the early years 
of the century, possibly during the 

First World War) and has been 
held on the second Sunday in 
August, although it has over the 
years been held on other days. For 
many years in the twentieth century 
Rushbearing Monday was a local 
bank holiday.

Ormerod’s late Victorian 
history of Cheshire refers to the 
festival taking place in many 
communities on or near to the feast 
of the parish’s patron saint – hence 
Lymm’s tradition of having the 
festival during the summer holiday 
period and close to the feast of the 
Assumption of Saint Mary.

Although the carrying of fresh 
rushes to church (normally on a 
horse-drawn cart) was a central 
feature, and the replacement of the 
old rushes upon the earthen church 
floor a very practical necessity in 
former days, this gathering of locals 
also involved festivities including 
not only the procession and Morris 
dancing but also sports, fairground 
stalls, and very full public houses!

Stumpjumper; a white Genesis Day 
One bike; a orange Giro helmet 
and a black Kask Protone helmet. 
The bikes range in value from 
£900 to £5,000.

Officers are now appealing for 
anyone who may have captured 
CCTV or may have information 
regarding the burglary to get in 
touch.

Police Constable Rebecca Jubb 

and locked to make it as difficult as 
possible for offenders to target your 
property.”

Anyone with information is 
asked to call Cheshire Police on 
101 quoting IML 779073 or report 
it to us via https://www.cheshire.
police.uk/ro/report

Alternatively, information can 
be passed on to Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111 or 
report it to https://crimestoppers-
uk.org/give-information/forms/
give-information-anonymously

For more information on how 
to protect your property from 
burglary, visit www.cheshire.
police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/
residential-burglary/

Appeal launched after high value 
bikes stolen during burglary

POLICE are appealing for information and CCTV footage 
following a burglary involving the theft of high value bikes 
and associated equipment from the garage of a property at 
Lymm.
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