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At the dawn of the nineteenth century
an imposter made his appearance in New-
town. He called himself “Sir John Pryce”
and claimed to be the lawful heir of the
Newtown Hall estates, which had been
inhabited from one of the ancient fiva
royal tribes of Wales. The inhabitants of
the town and the members of the county
families received him with every mark of
respect. For six months he was the idol
of the place, and considerable sums of
money were placed at his disposal. Whea
his numerous creditors became clamorous
he thought it advisable to decamp. This
“Roger Tichborne” was ultimately appre-
hended and for the debts contracted
during his baronetey he was imprisoned in
Chester Castle, and thus ended his roman-
tic career as “claimant’” to a large estats.
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To those who care for the ancient architec-
tural remains of a county, or for its records
and traditions, an interesting question may
arise as to the possible or probable age of
Lymm Cross. That there had been a cross
at a much earlier date seems tolerably cer-
tain, for the slightly raised triamgular emi-
nence on which the present cross stands
would naturally suggest itself to those liv-
ing at the time as a good site for the cross.

Tt is thought by Mr Ardern—whose kind
permission has been given to quote from
his interesting and complete work— TLymm
and District’—that the first stand or
nucleus of this ancient village dates so far
back as the Roman invasion. This opinion
is founded on the fact that there is a part
of Lymm, which still bears the name cof
“Hagle’s Brow,” and one of the inns still
carries the well known sign, the “Spread
Bagle.” The Romans may have planted
their standards at Lymm, and used it as a
convenient halting place between the two
great camps—Chester and Mancwium. It
is also notified by Mr Ardern that a former
rector of Lymm used to assert that St. Paul
had preached from the steps of Lymm
Cross. This may seem somewhat far-
fotched, but Mr Lame, in his book on
Church History, says that the great Apostle
when in pursuance of his ministry was
known to travel to the “furthermost limits
of the far west,” a phrase in those days of
Roman phraseology understood to include
Great Britain.

One writer has described Lymm Cross us
an ancient fabric ornamented with niches
and tracery; another as a cross supported
by four pillars, and identified as & Gothils
cross. The cross, however, according i




